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 Born in Russia 1943 after his parents fled from Poland 
at the beginning of world war two 

 After the war, passing through Germany, the family 
arrived at Israel. 

 

 Bright  

    yet adventurous 

 Leadership: 

   Nasser Mission 

 



 Tsietling religious high school 

   Talmudic studies 

 throughout his life he moved back and forth between 
the two worlds 



 Economics and Stat HUJI 
 Reuven Gabriel 
 Sent to Department of Biostatistics, University of North Carolina 

by TAU 
   "... I wish to express my gratitude to Professor P. K. Sen who, as 
my adviser,  efficiently guided this work.” 
     Some generalizations of the T-method in simultaneous 
inference (1974)JMA☆ 
   Work on  Car Safety 
 NYU-TLV 
 Head of Statistical Lab  
    at TAU (1982) 
 Book with Ajit Tamhane 
 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/0047259X74900153#item1


 Hochberg’s procedure  (1988, back to MCP) 

 Sandoz study on reducing high blood pressure 

 “Plots of p-value to evaluate many tests 
simultaneously” Schweder & Spjotvoll (1982) 

 Hochberg and YB (1989): Estimate m0 algorithmically, 
plug in the Bonferroni and Hochberg procedures 

 Soriç (1989) argued forcefully against the usual way in 
medical research of using level 0.05 testing:  

“There is danger that a large part of science is false” 

 

 



Y Benjamini 

Reading Soriç’s paper, Yosi Hochberg got convinced that  

“there is more to the paper than what is written in it” 

With this insight he told me I should read the paper … 

--> JW Tukey & J Shaffer 

      None said it was a well known approach… 

                                              --> JASA October 1989 

 

Breadth of knowledge in the field, 

Deep intuition 

Always seeking to go beyond what is currently known 



 Yosi’s initiative 





 of style 

 

 

 

 

 



 of style 

 of the concern about selective inference 

 

 

 

 

 



 of style 

 of the concern about selective inference 

 

• Yosi has not recognized that concern about 

    selective inference was actually answered with the FDR.  

    Neither did I at the time. 

• In the following year, when Dani and I were working on  

    False Coverage-statement Rate, we suddenly realized: 

    we had a framework to address this concern which is  

    different from simultaneous inference. 

 Clearly we were strongly influenced by the Yosi’d talks 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 The posterior p-value (ppv) with  
 publication ppv  

 discovery    ppv 

 Investigator with 0.06, 0.07, and 0.08. 

 

 Unfortunately the Book never went beyond Preface 

 Bretz and Hothorn and I editted others’ lectures and 
Yosi’s Outline in an IMS publication 

 

 But every version of the Preface ended with the page… 

 





 His last departmental seminar 

 Back to the issue of selective inference/serendipity/ 
(miracle?)  

 

 The question he posed: 

Can we assess the “significance of this happening” after 
it happened?  

A selective inference question. 

Relevant to the Open Access Clinical Trials Data panel 



 Had serious health problem (Miriam’s hospital at home) 
 Withdrew entirely  from professional life (no email) 
 Enjoyed knowing about success – last week the FDR paper was 

discussed in Nature as 59th most cited paper across science -
refused to participate 
 

 Ending with personal remarks: 
He attracted me into the field of MCP; 
Passed on the conviction this was an important area of Stat;  
Was an enormous source of knowledge. 
And was fun to talk with. 
 As a result of his life long contributions,  
Simultaneous & Selective Inference is a very active area of research   
 at Tel Aviv University 
                           as well as worldwide. 
 



  

Let his memory be blessed       יהי זכרו ברוך 

 



after viewing the data!



“Eat Ketchup and Pizza and avoid Prostate Cancer” 
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3/20 do not cover  

   

3/4  CI do not cover  

 when selected 

These so selected 4  

will tend to fail,  

or shrink back, 

when replicated 
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http://spark.rstudio.com/shayy/HWBH/
http://spark.rstudio.com/shayy/HWBH/
http://spark.rstudio.com/shayy/HWBH/
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---- HWF 

---- wBH 

- - Simes GK 

- - Bonferroni GK 

mp=0 

mp=1 



YB  

s=8

s=16

---- HWF 

---- wBH 



YB  

---- HWF 

---- wBH 



YB  
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YB  

1≤R≤2; log(d)~0: Use of HWF is recommended if we assess that 

at few of the secondary endpoints might be affected and most of 

them not substantially so. Otherwise use wBH but… 



YB 

1≤R≤2; log(d)~0: Still Use of HWF is recommended if we assess 

that at few of the secondary endpoints might be affected and most 

of them not substantially so. Otherwise use wBH but… 
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YB Calcutta  

http://www.replicability.tau.ac.il

